EDUCATION

the text of his surveys before he was twenty, are
quite as well written as his later epistles.

On the death of his father, Washington went to
live with his brother Augustine, in order, it is pre-
sumed, that he might take advantage of a good
school near Wakefield, kept by one Williams; but
after a time lie returned to his mother's, and attended
the school kept by the Rev. James Matye, in Fred-
ericksburg. It has been universally asserted by his
biographers that he studied no foreign language,
but direct proof to the contrary exists in a copy of
Patrick's Latin translation of Homer, printed in
1742, the fly-leaf of a copy of which bears, in a
school-boy hand, the inscription:

1 * Hunc miKi quaeso (bone Vir) Libellum
Redde, si forsan tenues repertum
Ut Scias qiii sum sine fraude Scriptum.

Est mihi nomen,

Georgio Washington,
George Washington,
Frederickshurg,

Virginia."

It is thus evident that the reverend teacher gave
Washington at least the first elements of Latin, but
it is equally clear that the boy, like most others,
forgot it with the greatest facility as soon as he
ceased studying.

The end of Washington's school-days left him, if
a good "cipherer," a bad speller, and a still worse
grammarian, but, fortunately, the termination of in-
struction did not by any means end his education.
From that time there is to be noted a steady im-s lapses late
